[Radiation-surgical treatment of cancer of the female breast].
Findings were reviewed of 1566 female patients with primary breast carcinoma treated with radical or total mastectomy followed by postoperative radiation therapy during the 22 year period 1960-82. The five-year overall survival for the axillary node-positive breast cancer group was 58.3 percent, as compared with 79.9 percent for the node-negative group. The survival rates were also analyzed in terms of age of the patients and number of the axillary positive nodes present. The ratios of observed deaths to expected deaths were turned from many times greater than unity into nearly the expected number, after ten year follow-up period. These findings showed that host factors are capable of destroying tumor cells both in node-negative and in node-positive patients. The significance of axillary negative nodes was emphasized. The rates of locoregional recurrences and distant metastases for node-negative patients were analyzed; these observations suggested that routine postoperative radiotherapy should be considered also in node-negative breast cancer patients.